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America’s Law & Order Agenda Introduced 
Washington D.C. - Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Lamar Smith (R-TX), Crime Subcommittee Ranking Member Randy Forbes (VA-04) and Congressman Steve Chabot (OH-01) today introduced America’s Law and Order Agenda, a legislative package to protect innocent Americans from gang violence, drug trafficking, child pornography and other crimes.

“Violent crime rose nearly 4 percent in America during the first six months of 2006,” explained Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Smith. “This year, Congress moved quickly to pass key legislation, but has so far failed to address the growing problem of crime in America’s streets.” 

Added Smith, “The legislation introduced today will give law enforcement the tools it needs to find and prosecute criminals. It will create new penalties for the financial facilitation of child pornography and cyber theft.”  
“I’m proud to join in the launch of America’s law and order agenda in the 110th Congress, along with my colleagues on the Judiciary Committee,” added Crime Subcommittee Ranking Member Randy Forbes. “Our top priorities include: arming law enforcement officers and prosecutors with the tools they need, keeping criminals off the street by toughening penalties and promoting the development of proven crime prevention and credible drug treatment programs.” 

Forbes continued, “I’m proud to introduce legislation that will combat the significant gang presence and the abundance of criminal activity that has arisen too rapidly across our nation. Gang activity has been directly related to narcotics trade, producing false IDs, violent assaults and deadly shootings.” 

“We cannot afford to give the edge to criminals over the next two years,” concluded Congressman Steve Chabot, a senior member of the House Judiciary Committee. “At the federal level, we can look for ways to assist local law enforcement in better targeting criminals, and we can also do more to provide additional support to victims of crime. Our agenda is proactive and ensures that terrorists and violent criminals will not prevail.”

America’s Law and Order Agenda includes the following bills:     

· The “Internet Stopping Adults Facilitating the Exploitation of Today’s Youth (SAFETY) Act of 2007” (Ranking Member Lamar Smith)

· The “Cyber-Security Enhancement and Data Protection Act of 2007” (Ranking Member Lamar Smith)

· The “Gang Deterrence and Community Protection Act of 2007” (Crime Subcommittee Ranking Member Randy Forbes)

· The “Death Penalty Reform Act of 2007” (Crime Subcommittee Deputy Ranking Member Louie Gohmert)

· The “Criminal Terrorism Improvements Act of 2007” (Congressman Dan Lungren)

· The “Criminal Restitution Improvement Act of 2007 (Congressman Steve Chabot)

· The “Emergency and Disaster Assistance Fraud Penalty Enhancement Act of 2007” (Congressman Steve Chabot)

· The “Drug Trafficking Elimination Act of 2007” (Congressman Ric Keller)

· The “Death for Terrorists Act of 2007” (Congressman John Carter)
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